
 

 

 
 

May 12, 2026 
 
Alliance for Water Efficiency 
318 W. Adams Street 
Suite 1514 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 
 
Dear President Gutzeit and Members of the SCV Water Board of Directors, 
 
The Alliance for Water Efficiency (AWE) is pleased to express our support for the Santa 
Clarita Valley Water Agency’s 2026 Water Use Efficiency Strategic Plan. This plan 
represents a thoughtful, forward-looking, and well-balanced approach to meeting 
California’s evolving water conservation requirements while safeguarding long-term water 
reliability for the Santa Clarita Valley. 
 
We commend SCV Water for developing a comprehensive strategy that recognizes water 
use efficiency as a foundational component of responsible water stewardship, not merely a 
regulatory obligation. The Plan’s emphasis on data-driven decision-making, adaptive 
management, and long-term planning reflects best and smart practices in sustainable 
water management and positions the region to proactively address future challenges 
related to frequent and intensifying drought, climate variability, and regulatory change. 
 
Particularly notable is the Plan’s balanced portfolio approach, which integrates multiple 
tools, including conservation incentives, system water loss reduction, education and 
outreach, and recycled water use. This diversified strategy appropriately spreads risk, 
enhances cost-effectiveness, and provides flexibility as conditions evolve. We also 
appreciate the Plan’s recognition of the importance of equity, affordability, and customer 
engagement as conservation efforts expand over time. 
 
The Strategic Plan clearly demonstrates an understanding of the unique characteristics of 
the Santa Clarita Valley, including its climate, land use patterns, and customer diversity. By 
aligning conservation investments with actual community needs and measurable 



 

 

outcomes, SCV Water is laying a strong foundation for durable water savings and long-term 
resilience.  
 
We believe adoption of the Water Use Efficiency Strategic Plan is an important step toward 
protecting regional water supplies, minimizing long-term costs to ratepayers, and 
maintaining local control in an increasingly complex regulatory environment.  
 
AWE appreciates the extensive technical work and stakeholder engagement that informed 
this effort, and we look forward to continued collaboration with SCV Water as the Plan is 
refined and implemented. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and commitment to a sustainable water future for the Santa 
Clarita Valley. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Ron Burke         
President and CEO        
Alliance for Water Efficiency      

 
 
 


