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Overview

Recycled water plays a central role in improving water use efficiency and advancing long-term
water conservation outcomes for the SCV Water service area. The program is designed to
substitute recycled (hon-potable) water for potable supplies in irrigation and other appropriate
non-potable uses, thereby reducing demand on imported and groundwater supplies while
supporting continued growth.

At full buildout, the recycled water system will serve approximately 1,594 irrigated acres with a total
demand of about 7,404 acre-feet per year (AFY), averaging 4.6 AFY per acre. These demands
primarily support landscaped areas such as parks, medians, slopes, golf courses, school
campuses, homeowner association (HOA) common areas, and other large open-space
landscapes. By shifting these high-volume irrigation demands away from potable water, the
program achieves substantial potable water savings and improves overall system efficiency.

Recycled water use also provides a reliable drought-resilient supply, allowing essential landscape
and recreational areas to remain irrigated while potable water use is conserved for human
consumption. The program supports conservation goals by stabilizing irrigation demand, reducing
peak potable demand, and increasing supply diversity, particularly during dry periods.

Recycled Water Buildout Program

The recycled water buildout described in the file consists of three coordinated components:
existing recycled water use, conversion of existing potable irrigation sites, and integration of
recycled water into new development.
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Existing Recycled Water Use

Currently, SCV Water serves approximately 115 acres of existing recycled-water-irrigated
landscapes, with an estimated demand of about 450 AFY. These sites include portions of Vista
Canyon, City and County facilities, flood control properties, and select commercial and
institutional users. Ongoing monitoring tracks actual application rates, acreage, and system
performance through quarterly reporting.

Conversion of Existing Potable Irrigation Sites

A key conservation strategy is the conversion of existing potable-water-irrigated landscapes to
recycled water. The buildout plan identifies approximately 155 acres of conversion areas,
accounting for about 454 AFY of future recycled water demand.

Targeted conversion sites include:
e City of Santa Clarita and LA County parks and medians
e HOAs and landscape maintenance districts
e Public schools and colleges
e Flood control facilities
e Golf courses and large commercial landscapes

These projects are phased (notably Phase 2B and 2D extensions) and generally scheduled for
completion between 2026 and 2030, depending on infrastructure availability, customer
participation, and regulatory approvals. Conversion projects provide some of the lowest demand
factors (as low as ~2.9 AFY per acre), demonstrating particularly high water-use efficiency benefits.

New Development Recycled Water Buildout

The largest component of the recycled water program is integration into new development,
particularly the FivePoint West Side Communities and Vista Canyon.

New development accounts for approximately:
e 1,324 acres
e 6,499 AFY of recycled water demand
Major developments include:
e Mission Village (271 acres, 1,233 AFY)

e Landmark Village (68 acres, 368 AFY)
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e Homestead South and North (354 acres combined, 1,685 AFY)

e Potrero Village (336 acres, 1,527 AFY)

e Legacy Village, Entrada North/South, and Valencia Commerce Center
e Vista Canyon Planning Areas 1-3 (24.44 acres total, ~106.5 AFY)

These projects are built in phases, with recycled water infrastructure planned concurrently with
landscape installation to maximize early adoption. Full recycled water buildout for new
development is projected by approximately 2035, with long-range planning extending demand
projections through 2071-2075 to support ultimate community buildout.

Overall Conservation and Efficiency Outcomes
Together, the recycled water buildout achieves the following outcomes:
o Offsets more than 7,400 AFY of potable water demand at full buildout
e Serves nearly 1,600 acres of irrigated landscapes without using drinking water
e Supports urban growth while maintaining per-acre irrigation efficiency
e Improves supply reliability and drought resilience
e Aligns infrastructure planning with long-term population and development forecasts

Recycled water is a cornerstone of SCV Water’s water use efficiency strategy, providing measurable
conservation benefits while enabling sustainable growth across existing communities, converted
landscapes, and future development.

Recycled Water and Alignment with Urban Water Use Objectives (AB 1668 and SB 606)

California’s urban water use objectives established under AB 1668 and SB 606 focus on improving
water use efficiency by setting enforceable indoor residential standards, strengthening water loss
control, and encouraging efficient outdoor water use. Recycled water use directly supports these
objectives by decoupling non-potable irrigation demand from potable water efficiency
requirements.

Benefits to Urban Water Use Objectives

Recycled water impacts an Urban Water Suppliers water use objectives by providing an essential
alternative supply for high-demand irrigation uses. By serving large landscapes, such as parks,
medians, HOAs, school campuses, flood control facilities, and golf courses, with recycled water,
the Agency can:
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e Reduce overall potable water demand, helping the Agency meet its aggregate urban water
use objective without relying solely on additional indoor or outdoor conservation.

e Stabilize outdoor watering needs while still encouraging efficient irrigation practices, since
recycled water application rates are managed through demand factors and monitored
metered use.

o Preserve potable supplies forindoor and public health uses, which is particularly important
as indoor residential efficiency standards continue to tighten under AB 1668.

o Demonstrate supply diversification, strengthening Agency compliance strategies by pairing
demand reductions with alternative supplies rather than relying solely on behavioral
conservation.

In this way, recycled water acts as a structural efficiency measure, achieving measurable potable
water savings independent of customer indoor use patterns.

Interaction with Indoor Water Use Efficiency Improvements

As indoor residential water use becomes more efficient under AB 1668 and SB 606 (e.g., fixture
retrofits, appliance standards, and permanent indoor use targets), overall potable water demand
may decrease. While this supports compliance, it can also reduce wastewater flows that form the
source supply for recycled water.

Potential impacts include:

e Reduced influent volumes at wastewater treatment facilities, which could limit long-term
recycled water availability if indoor demand declines significantly.

e Increased importance of maintaining outdoor recycled water demand, as non-potable uses
help sustain stable recycled water production volumes.

e Greaterreliance on new development and conversion projects, which ensure that recycled
water infrastructure is utilized even as per-capita indoor use declines.

The recycled water buildout described in the file—particularly the integration into large new
developments and scheduled conversions—helps mitigate these risks by creating long-term,
predictable demand that supports recycled water system viability.

Interaction with Population Growth or Decline

Population growth assumptions underpin long-range recycled water demand projections. If future
growth slows or populations decline, the Agency may experience:

o Lower-than-projected wastewater generation, potentially constraining recycled water
supply.
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o Delayed activation of planned recycled water infrastructure, particularly for new
development areas.

o Higher marginal costs per acre-foot of recycled water, due to fixed infrastructure costs
spread across lower demand.

However, recycled water remains resilient under either scenario:

¢ Ingrowth scenarios, recycled water absorbs new outdoor demand without increasing
potable water use, supporting compliance with urban water use objectives.

¢ Inslower growth or declining-population scenarios, recycled water conversion projects
(existing parks, schools, golf courses, and institutional landscapes) provide a reliable
demand base that is less sensitive to population changes.

Planning Implications

The Agency’s recycled water strategy complements AB 1668 and SB 606 by providing a non-potable
supply that:

e Enhances compliance flexibility,
o Buffers the system from uncertainty in indoor water use trends,

e Supports long-term efficiency without sacrificing landscape functionality or community
amenities.

As indoor efficiency improves and demographic conditions evolve, recycled water will remain a
critical tool for achieving water use efficiency targets while sustaining service reliability and
meeting future needs.
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