State of California Bans the lrrigation of
Non-Functional Turf with Potable Water

Key Information on California’s New Water Law

@ What is California’s Water Types of Non-
Conservation Law, AB 1572? Functional Turf

The use of potable (drinking) water to irrigate non-functional turf has been Isolated Turf
declared wasteful and incompatible with State policy relating to climate change, (no trees or perennials)
water conservation, and reduced reliance on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
ecosystem. AB 1572 took effect on January 1, 2024, and prohibits the use of
potable water for the irrigation of non-functional turf located on commercial,
industrial, municipal, institutional, and common interest developments, including
homeowners associations, according to a compliance schedule.

What is Non-Functional Turf (NFT)? Mixed Landscape*

NFT is mowed grass that is decorative and not otherwise used for human
recreation or civic purposes. These areas are commonly found between sidewalks and
streets, medians, parking lots, in front of businesses and shopping centers, decorative
areas surrounding schools, and in areas maintained by homeowners associations.

What is the Compliance Schedule?

*Mixed Landscape is any combination

This schedule shows compliance deadlines by customer group. of turf, trees, and/or perennials where
non-turf plantings are not dependent
T T on the irrigation of non-functional turf.

January 1, 2027 January 1, 2028 January 1, 2029 January 1, 2031 gz H
State and local Commercial, ;ndustrial HOA comm;n areas Disadvantaged c’ommun/ties Complla nce

government and institutional (if state funding is available) Those subject to this permanent

Note: AB 1572 does not require non-functional turf to be removed or replaced by a specific date, only to ban include:

stop irrigation with potable water. Local nuisance and property maintenance ordinances may still apply. « State & Local
Properties with over 5,000 sf of turf will be required to certify compliance to the State on a 3-year schedule. Government Properties

L « Commercial
°$ SCV Water is Here to Help

« Industrial
SCV Water will share implementation and enforcement details as they « Institutional
become available. SCV Water is committed to helping customers understand the « Homeowners Associations
requirements and achieve compliance. The following page provides E __E (HOA) Common Areas
information and resources to help customers comply with AB 1572. .
§ g% & Exemptions

Those exempt from this ban include:

yourSCVwater.com/non-functional-turf &

« Residential lawns
» Cemeteries
« Sports fields
F -9 . 7 - Areas regularly used for civic
V™ ' &N | e .~ G or community events
' ) g B « Areas that ensure the health
of trees and other perennial

non-turf plantings

« For immediate health, safety,
sanitation, and fire protection




AB 1572: SCV Water is Here to Help

We want to know more about your property and water Water-Efficient Landscape
efficiency goals so that we can learn how to best serve you! o
= 4 without the Grass

Our goal is to partner with our customers by prioritizing

education, engagement, and program support. Here are a few SCV Water Customers
who have made the investment into
a more sustainable landscape.

PRO TIP: Now is the time to plan your projects and prepare
your landscapes to comply with the State’s NFT watering
ban. If you choose to convert your landscape, spring and
fall are the best times to plant, when the weather is milder.

Steps to Prepare for AB 1572 Compliance

Need help identifying NFT? Request a free NFT
Assessment or Full Irrigation Survey with SCV Water’s
water-efficiency experts, WaterWise at 888-987-9473.

management team to identify priority areas, evaluate

Coordinate with your landscape contractor or property
id
' conversion options, and develop an implementation plan.

Start with the “low-hanging fruit.” Focus first on
the easiest NFT areas to identify and convert while
planning for larger projects.

% . o

Benefits of Installing Climate Resilient
and Drought Tolerant Landscapes

- Save money over time through lower water bills
and potential rebate incentives

- Use, on average, 40-60% less water in converted areas
- Water more efficiently with upgraded irrigation equipment

- Create a more drought-resilient landscape that can better
withstand future watering restrictions

- Help conserve California’s water resources for a sustainable,
resource-secure, and water-efficient future s . e
€, Funding Availability

Save with SCV Water Rebates & Resources \4 SCV Water highly encourages

customers to start planning and
completing conversions now to reserve
available funding and avoid potential

bottlenecks as compliance deadlines
Develop a conversion plan. Explore landscape design approach. Subject to program eligibility
inspiration, water-wise planting resources, and irrigation and available funding.
conversion tips at bit.ly/SCVPlantInspiration.

Start a Lawn Replacement Program (LRP) application.
Financial incentives are available to help convert eligible
NFT areas to water-efficient landscapes.

Save Money: Rebate Estimator. Upgrading to a water-friendly ESTIMATE REBATES NFT WEBPAGE

landscape saves money and helps stretch our precious water E E
supplies. Use our rebate estimator to see how much money S BV %
Contact Us: Please reach out with any questions, comments, E

you could receive for converting landscapes and updating
irrigation components.
or concerns at conservation@scvwa.org, subject line: NFT. yourSCVwater.com/non-functional-turf




