
Water Cycle Water Cycle 
in a bag in a bag 

ACTIVIT Y

What are clouds? Why does it 
rain? To make understanding 

 the water cycle easier, all you 
need is a zip lock bag and  

a few simple ingredients!Step 1:  
Decorate the Bag 
Use a permanent  
marker to draw a sky, 
include clouds and  
the sun!  

Step 2: Add the Water 
Carefully pour the water 
into the bag (about ½ inch 
of water) and zip it  
closed tight.

Step 3: Hang Up the Bag 
Pick a window that gets 
a lot of sunshine for best 
results. Tape tightly to  
the window! 

Step 4: Wait and Observe 
 

Materials:
Plastic zip lock bag

Permanent marker

Water

Clear tape

Eventually, you 
will begin to see little 

droplets of water forming in 
the bag. Some of these droplets will 

be up high like clouds while other droplets 
will drip down the edges like rain.

Why is this happening?  It’s because the sun is 
heating up the water in the bag. The water turns 
into a gas (water vapor) through the process called 
EVAPORATION. In nature, the water vapor rises into 
the atmosphere, but in our bag, it sticks to the bag. As 
it cools it turns back into a liquid through a process 
called CONDENSATION and 
rains back into the pool below. 
Amazingly, water repeats this 
cycle again and again. Water is 
always moving! 

Keep checking on your bag to 
see the water cycle in progress! yourSCVwater.com


